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St. Stephen’s — Founded 1866
Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary BAPTISMS:

E third Sunday at 1:00 PM.
Founded 1882 very Tie Stnday e

SICK CALLS:

Please call and arrange for the sacrament of anoint-
ing whenever anyone is seriously ill.

MASSES ON SUNDAYS:
8:00 AM 10:00 AM & 11:45 AM
5:30 PM on Saturday

MARRIAGES:
MASSES ON WEEKDAYS: Please call the rectory at least 6 months ahead for
Monday 12:00 Noon an appointment with a Priest.
Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 AM Sat. 8:30 AM
WELCOME:
CONFESSIONS: Adults who are interested in learning more about
Saturdays 4:45 P.M. as well as By Appointment. or joining the Catholic Faith please call the rec-
tory. Adults who have not completed the sacra-
For Holiday and Special Mass Schedules, please call ments of initiation (Eucharist and/or Confirmation)
the Rectory and press extension number 4 for specific please call the rectory.

details.

ON LINE & CREDIT CARD GIVING: WWW.PARISH-GIVING.ORG.
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Office closed Sunday
No evening hours at the present time.
IF YOU WISH TO SEE A PRIEST, PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE REMEMBER SACRED HEART & ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH IN YOUR WILL.
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November 9, 2015
For The People of the Parish

November 10, 2015

Deceased Members of The Colella Family
BY: Vito

Pasquale Liguori, Sr.

Birthday Remembrance

BY: Loving Son John and

The Liguori Family

NOVEMBER 11, 2015

Antonio & Enrichetta Colandrea
BY: Daughter Melania Lubrano
Antonio & Angela Caria

BY: Daughter Marie

NOVEMBER 12, 2015
Louis Trani

BY: The Delgado Family
Connie, Ernie & Joey Missoni
BY: Loving Family

NOVEMBER 13, 2015
Francesca Forte

BY: The Delgado Family
Enrico Dellaporte

Birthday Remembrance

BY: Wife Catherine & Family

NOVEMBER 14, 2015
Alfred Pipitone

BY: Mom & Dad

Jean & Alfonse Cipaldo
BY: Angela & Debra

NOVEMBER 15, 2015
Maryellen Adinolfi

BY: Camille & Anthony Trani
Member Defunti of Pozzallo
BY: The Society

Tony & Marisa D’Agostino &
Millie & Nicholas Felicia

BY: Antoinette Musarella

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK

Monday

Tuesday

Nov. 9th Mass at Noon

Nov. 9th Generations of Faith Meeting
@ 7:00 PM Parish House

Nov. 9th K of C District Deputy Mtg.
at 7:00 PM Cabrini Hall

Nov. 10th Mass at 8:30 AM
Nov. 10th Noon Mass

Nov. 10th Faith Formation Mtg.
@ 7:00 PM Parish House

Nov. 10th Columbiettes Mtg.

@ 7:45 PM Rectory Hall

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Nov. 11th Mass at 8:30 AM

Nov. 11th Noon Mass

Nov. 11th Youth Choir Practice
S5PM-6:30 PM

Nov. 11th Children Choir Practice
5:45 PM-6:30 PM

Nov. 11th AA Meeting @5:45 PM
Rectory Hall

Nov. 11th Adult Choir @ 6:45 PM

Nov. 12th Mass at 8:30 AM
Nov. 12th Noon Mass

Nov. 12th K of C Council Mtg.
@ 7:30 PM Cabrimi Hall

Nov. 13th Mass at 8:30 AM

Nov. 13th Noon Mass

Nov. 13th AA Meeting @ 5:45 PM
Rectory Hall

Nov. 13th Boy Scouts Meeting @ 6:30 PM
Cabrini Hall

INFANT BAPTISM

Nov. 14th Mass at 8:30 AM

Nov. 14th Mass Book Opens @ 9:00 AM
Rectory Hall

Nov. 14th Confessions @ 4:45 PM Church
Nov. 14th AA Meeting

@ 5:15 PM Rectory Hall

Nov. 14th Mass at 5:30 PM

INFANT BAPTISM

Nov. 15th Mass at 8:00 AM

Nov. 15th Mass at 10:00 AM

Nov. 15th Rel Ed Classes @ 11:10 in
Cabrinmi Hall

Nov.15th Mass at 11:45 AM

Social after 11:45 AM for Feast of
Mother Cabrini in Cabrini Hall
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Please remember in your prayers the members
of our parish and community who are ill,
hospitalized or in nursing home care, most

especially:
Jonelle Bernardo, Mario Austi
Raj Sandu, Marie Mekaluk

Michelle Laquercia Antoinette DiBuglione,
Dolly Vergona, Gladys Zodda
Angelo Vergona Barbara Ann Sasso

Maria Carmen Morial John Nigro
Kai Nam Eng Leon Tambwe
Michele Morea Mary Tarsio

Carol DeMairo
Valerie Pace
Denise Deacomanolis
Salvatore Gianino
Steven John Alcaras

Anthony Gambardellla
Alissa Aquino
Rachel Valenti
Judith Latalladi
Matthew Ruggiero

Altar Bread & Wine for the week of
November8th has been donated
In LovingMemory of
Our Dear Cousin
MAUREEN BONACCORSO CACCIOLA
Requested with love by:

M/M Ignatius Cantone & Family &
M/M Salvatore Cantone

© 1.5, Paluch Co., Inc.

BISHOP’S APPEAL UPDATE
As of 11/2, 126 donors made their pledge to the 2015
Annual Catholic Appeal. Our goal is $28,221.
Pledges through 11/2 totaled $42,115.00. Total
collected is $39,819. If you have not already done so,
please consider making a pledge. Remember, any
monies pledged over our goal return to the Parish and
assist in defraying our operating expenses. For more
mformation on how to make a pledge, please contact
Msgr. Massie or Rose Marie Foglia at the Rectory.
718 596-7750..
I am the Church, You are the Church,
We are the Church TOGETHER!

S
<E’> The Sanctuary Lamps for the week of
11/8/2015 have been donated
In Appreciation to All Veterans
Living & Deceased
Thank you for the sacrifices you have made.

God Bless America BY: Maureen Cantone

ROOF REPAIR

The repairs of our Church Roof is now complete.  The cost
of this repair was $16,850. To date, through your generosity, a
total of $12,875.00 has been donated to defray the expense of
the repair. Included in the amount donated thus far is a
donation in the amount of $5,000 from a single parishioner.
We thank one and all for your support and commitment to
help keep Sacred Hearts & St. Stephen’s Church in good
condition.  Your love of our great Parish 1s sincerely
appreciated.

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Book Club will take place on
Monday, November 16th @ 7:00 PM in the Parish House to
discuss The Good Nurse by Charles Graeber.

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD

Aunt Lizzie was a white haired widow. Seemingly
very old, but kindly. She live with relatives having
contributed some of her savings to help them buy a
house. In the 1952 movie, The Merry Widow,
Lana Turner played the part of the same name.
Both were light years away, historically and
culturally, from the widows in today’s readings.

The widows n biblical times were mmperiled. If
they did not have sons who would care for them,
their very lives could be endangered. The widow in

the first reading has a young son, she 1s collecting
sticks to build a fire to prepare the last of her flour
so they can eat and die. When Eljah asks her to
prepare a cake for him, she generously does so—
which proves to be her salvation. Later he even
restores her son to life.

Jesus watches a widow put in her last—literally—

two cents mn the temple’s coffers. He has
previously warned about the scribes who “devour
the houses of widows” while reciting lengthy prayers
(Mark 12:40). Some say Jesus is lamenting the
foolishness of this widow, like the prophets of the
past who railed against the neglect of widows and
orphans.  But most think he 1s prasing her
generosity m giving “all she had, her whole
livelihood” (12:44) Like her, Jesus will soon put all
his trust in the Father.
LIVING GOD’S WORD

God of all, you have called your people from the
time of Moses and through your prophets past and
present, but most especially through your Son,
Jesus, to care for your little ones, for the poor, and
the stranger. Help us today to be attentive and
active doers of your word.




A
NOTE
FROM

OUR
PASTOR

© 1.5, Paluch Co, I

Dear Parish Famuily:

Today’s readings show Jesus’ praise for the humble and his despising of hyprocrisy. Jesus
in the Gospel reading for the past few weeks, has presented us with his agenda. Jesus has turned
the tables on the secular world. Jesus has shown who he believes to be important in the world.
He has shown the attitudes of which he approves. In doing so, he has upset the staus quo of his
time and of our time. In today’s first reading and Gospel, the image of the widow 1s held up to
us. Widows, along with orphaned children, were symbols of proverty. Both the widow and the
orphaned were dependent on the mercy of others to care for them, if their families could not
take care of them they were at the mercy of the community.

In the Gospel, it 1s the widow who 1s the heroine of the story. Similar to the story about
Bartemaus, the blind man whose cries come to the ear of Jesus in the midst of the noise of the
crowd, so too the keen eye of Jesus notices this poor widow making a contribution to the temple.
It 1s the faithfulness, goodness, kindness and compassion lived out in the people considered
unimportant by the power structures that Jesus sees and accepts. In the first reading, the heroine
1s the widow of Zarephath who places her faith in the words of Elyah the prophet who 1s
commended by Jesus. According to Jesus, greatness was found n those who serve, not in those
being served.

The two widows who Jesus praises stand out i sharp contrast to the religious leadership
of the day. The scribes who were educated, respected and trusted by the people often assisted
widows manage their property or their expenses. Many served the widows honestly but some on
the other hand taint their religious piety in order to gain the trust of the widows and then treated
them dishonestly. Such behavior 1s hypocrisy.

I ask you to consider the following questions: Where do you picture yourself i these
readings? Are you one of the apostles listening to Jesus? Are you the widow who 1s at the mercy
of those around her for constant help? Would you have found Jesus to be too challenging of the
status quo of his ime? Do you sympathize with the established religious point of view of the
scribes? What 1s your defimition of hypocrisy? What would you have liked to discuss with Jesus
with regard to this story?

Rev. Msgr. Guy A. Massie
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OPENING OF THE MASS BOOK
FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 2016
JANUARY THROUGH JUNE

The Mass Book for the first six months of 2016, January through June will open on Saturday, November
14th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Rectory Hall. Everyone 1s asked to kindly abide by and respect the process.
Numbers given outside WLL NOT be honored. You will be assigned a number as you enter the Rectory Hall.
You must come in person, unfortunately telephone requests cannot be taken. If you are obtaining intentions for
others, these masses will be included as part of your allowance.

As you know, there are only 52 Saturdays and Sundays a year and the request for Saturday/Sunday
Masses exceeds the number of Saturday/Sunday masses. Every individual may request ONE. Saturday/Sunday
Mass and two weekday Masses at the opening of the Mass Book. After the Book has been opened (ONE
WEEK), if one wishes to come to the Rectory to request additional intentions, they are most welcome to do so.
This means: suppose Mr. and Mrs X come to request Mass intentions. Mr. X may request three intentions
ONE of which can be on a Saturday/Sunday and two of which will be on weekdays. Mrs. X can do the same.
She too can have three mass intentions. ONE for Saturday/Sunday and two for weekdays. Thus the couple can
have a total of six mass intentions at the opening of the Book. It is hoped that all of us will exercise charity and
compassion for others who like oneself may wish to request Mass intentions for their loved ones. It would be
uncharitable for a family to circumvent our policy by staging five or six people requesting a Mass on
Saturday/Sunday for the same intention, thus excluding others.

While we all have days and times which we may want, that day and time may not be available, thus we
will need to have alternate days and times. Let us remember that the focus of our Mass intentions is for the one
for whom we are praying, not for the one requesting the Mass. It helps when we are able to get the time and day
we wish, but this may not happen. What matters is that our loved one is remembered at the Mass. Therefore,
we need to be charitable and considerate of others whose intentions are as important as our own. We must also
remember that none of us 1s entitled to a time and day. All requests will be answered to the best of our ability.
Masses being too early or too late or not on the day we requested 1s not a reason for not requesting a Mass. Let
us remember the focus of our request.

Keeping in mind the focus of our request, we call your attention to the following:

e The requestors name (the one making the mtention for the Mass) need not be printed in our bulletin or
announced from the pulpit. When the mass mtention 1s booked, we will take the requestor’s name for our
records, but this name need not be printed in our bulletin or announced from the pulpit.. This 1s an option
you can partake of however, it 1s not necessary. Remember, the focus is on the person or mtention of the
Mass, not the requesting party.

e Oftentimes we wish to remember the occasion of a birthday, anniversary, years since passing, etc. as well as a
nickname for the person the mass intention is for. This information 1s not needed and should not be part of
the Mass mtention therefore only the baptismal name of the person for whom the mass intention is
requested 1s needed. We need not know your personal reasons for this mass request so we need not have to
say for his/her annmiversary or for his/her birthday. Just the mass intention, not your personal reasons for
your mass request.

What does 1t mean to request a mass be offered for our loved ones or in thanksgiving for a particular intention?
Requesting a mass means that the community pray in a particular way for someone or an intention at the
community mass. The church prays for all the dead and all the living at every mass, every day in every Church
throughout the world. When you make a Mass mtention, you are asking the local community to pray in a
particular way for someone who 1s prayed for everyday universally. The mass belongs to everyone. The mass 1s
our universal prayer. The celebration of the Eucharist makes the Passion, Death and Resurrection present to us
sacramentally every day. Our faith tells us that this sacrifice 1s of benefit to the living as well as to the dead.

Msgr. Guy A. Massie
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